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Synopsis

Shaping the Claim takes readers beyond the initial steps of theological analysis, contextual
explorations, and biblical exegesis to help the preacher discover the core of the message to be
preached - the sermonic "claim."In order to be effective, says McMickle, a sermon needs to address
the hearers at three distinct levels; the head or the intellect, the heart or passion and conviction, and
the hand or an expected and desired response. The sermonic claim is the way in which the sermon
engages the listener at all three levels. In order to discover the biblical"claim" that a sermon should
make upon a particular congregation at a particular time, McMickle presents a helpful three-step
process: (1) What? (2) So What? and (3) Now What? The book is keyed to online sermon samples

and other Web-based features such as sermon illustrations and art at elementsofpreaching.com.
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Customer Reviews

McMickle presents a method for preaching that is straightforward and easy to remember. This book
is accessible to the novice preacher, providing a step-by-step process for sermon preparation. For
the experienced preacher, this book serves as a reminder of what constitutes effective preaching
and offers a unique framework for "shaping the claim" of the message. | recommend this book to lay

ministers or to worn out preachers seeking refreshment.

| appreciated this book for the clear structure, practical advice, and theological foundation. The book

provided simple helps that will deeply influence and shape my sermon writing.



The book reads in a conversational manner. It is great information and an easy read. Any aspiring

minister should have this in their personal library.

Another "How To" book on giving sermons, this one deals more with the writing than the delivering.

Good insights, clearly laid out, easy to read.
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